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VISITOR INTERPRETIVE CENTRE
Labrador Park, Singapore

Design Concept

Design Development

Case Studies

Nanjing Massacre Memorial Hall, ChinaYad Vashem, Israel
Yad Vashem  is Israel's official memorial to the Jewish vic-
tims of the Holocaust, established in 1953 through the Yad 
Vashem Law passed by the Knesset, Israel's parliament.The 
museum, designed by Moshe Safdie, is shaped like a triangular 
concrete "prism" that cuts through the landscape, illuminated 
by a 200-meter long skylight. Visitors follow a preset route 
that takes them through underground galleries that branch 
off from the main hall. Visitors are guided into the galler-
ies by a series of impassable gaps that of the Holocaust are 
highlighted.

The Memorial for compatriots killed in the Nanjing Massacre by 
Japanese Forces of Aggression is the hall to memorialize the people 
killed in the Nanjing Massacre by the Imperial Japanese Army . The 
Nanjing Memorial Hall was built in 1985 by the Nanjing Municipal 
Government in memory of the 300,000 victims who lost their lives 
during the Nanjing Massacre.The memorial exhibits historical re-
cords and objects, and uses architecture, sculptures, and videos to 
illustrate what happened during the Nanjing Massacre.The memorial 
consists of three major parts: outdoor exhibits, sheltered skeletal 
remains of victims, and an exhibition hall of historical documents.
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Site Plan

Scale 1:500

Labrador Nature Park is one of Singapore's few nature reserved park. The entire nature reserve, together with the current park, used 
to be called Pasir Panjang Beach, or Long Beach. The area used to be a long strip of coastal land at high tide, and a rocky beach at 
low tide, before land reclamation took place, formed the seawalls and grassy park seen today.

Labrador Nature Reserve contains many historical structures from World War II and earlier, left behind by the British. That is because 
it has a long history, dating back to the 19th century. It also played a significant role in the history of Singapore. This is because one 
of the most highlighted events in the war actually happened in Pasir Panjang. It is when the Malay Regiment of the Singaporean soldiers 
lost to the sudden attack from the Japanese. Although outnumbered, the Malay Regiment fought back to the Japanese until the last of 
them. The army never give up and would rather die in their homeland than bowing down to the Japanese's commands.

The army have a very strong sense of patriotism towards their homeland, and protected it with all their might. Despite the rich and 
important history behind the site, it is very much forgotten by the visitors who went to the site. Thus, all these inspiring stories has 
inspired me to design a VIC that would create awareness to the visitors about this forgotten history. Hence, the concept "Reminiscing" 
which means indulging in a recollection of past events, is used. The visitors would feel like the army and be connected to the past events 
that happened in the site as they enter my VIC.

The design concept of the VIC  is inspired by fortresses and tunnels in them. This is because the site contains the actual fort, but it is 
prohibited for the visitors, hence making them unable to experience the history and the feeling of the army. Therefore, the VIC will allow 
the visitors to experience the history and the spaces at the same time. Fortresses are well-known for their long and narrow underground 
tunnels, which would lead the army from one space to the other, without being seen by the enemy. Fortresses are also known for their 
hierarchy of spaces, and how they arrange the spaces along the coast of an island or land. 

Due to the inspiration from fortresses and tunnels, the design of the VIC is varied in terms of spatial allignment and heirarchy, and the 
arrangement of the spaces along the edges of the site is also priortized. however, due to site contour constraints, the arrangement of 
spaces are manipulated to be along the existing structures in the site.
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Site A
Reclaimed land next to cliff

This site in Labrador Park is chosen to build the VIC. As seen here, the site is constantly shined by the 
Sun throughout the day. This site is also one of the most popular area for human activities to take place 
in Labrador Park. Such activities are jogging, relaxing, cycling, dog walking, picniking, skateboarding, 
and family outings. This site is also popular for the existing historical structures that are remained and 
maintained until today. Hence, visitors will most probably come to this site to experience the structures.

The site is also chosen in accordance to the concept of the design, as the design needs to be arranged 
along the edge of a land to fulfill the concept requirements. 

" if we do not remember our heroes, we will 
produce no heroes. "
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Exterior view of the VIC at the entrance of the site. 

Interior view of the lowest part of the gallery, with skylight above to give 
a sense of hope even when the army lost the battle.

Interior view of the memorial wall, to let the visitors recognise and appreciate 
the hardships that the amry has been through.

Interior view of the cafeteria, where maximum sunlight is gained, to give a 
sense of freedom. View of the opposite industrial area will give a sense of 
independence of the nation.

Interior view of the gallery filled with high walls and long, narrow ramps to give the feeling of underground tunnel.


